
NO. 179 OBSERVATIONS OF THE SOUTH EQUATORIAL BELT

DISTURBANCE ON JUPITER IN 1971

by Stephen M. Larson

March 1972

ABSTRACT

Some aspects of the major South Equatorial Belt disturbance of
1971 are described from photographic observations obtained at the
Catalina and Bosscha Observatories. The motions of several spots
produced by the disturbance during the first two months of activity
were measured. The projection comparator used for measurement is
also described.

1 . I n t r o d u c t i o n

Starting in late June 1971 the appearance of Jupiter was remarkable for the
great amount of activity associated with the recurrence of a major disturbance
in the South Equatorial Belt (SEB). These major disturbances are marked
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