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ABSTRACT

Using all available measures a final orbit was deduced, which comes out elliptical with a period of 432 years.

On September 30, 1940, F. L. Whipple (1940)announced the discovery of Comet 1940d=
1940IV on a Harvard patrol plate of the Aquila
region taken on August 18. The comet appeared as
a 10.5 magnitude, round coma moving southwest-
ward. Its image was subsequently recognized on sev
eral earlier patrol plates beginning on July 29. The
comet had also been recorded on a number of patrol
plates taken at Sonneberg and at Bloemfontein. Fur
ther, it was found independently by J. Paraskevo-
poulos (1940) on October 8, hence the names of
the two discoverers. By that time the comet had
moved far into the Southern Hemisphere. J. Bobone
at Cordoba and B. Dawson at La Plata (Argentina)
obtained the first accurate positions on October 4.
The magnitude was called 11.8 at that time. The
latter observer was the only one who followed the
comet as it slowly faded. His long series of measures

extends to January 1, 1941. He did not record any
estimates of brightness. By the time of his last meas
ure the magnitude must have been around 15, and
since the declination was then —48°, no northern
observers contributed any measures thereafter.

Preliminary parabolic orbits were obtained by
Whipple and by J. A. Maxwell from positions on
patrol plates taken between July 29 and August 10:

W h i p p l e M a x w e l l
T Oct 7.894 Oct 7.881 UT
0) 235° 16' 235°15'6
Q, 134 10 134 9.8

i 55 12 55 10.6
q 1.0875 AU 1.08756 AU
The last observation, on January 1, 1941, gave

the residuals: +2m19s and +22'6, from Maxwell's
orbit. Since these residuals are too large for a differ-
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