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ABSTRACT
A discussion of the 118 measures of this comet, covering an interval of 700 days, led to a final near-parabolic orbit

with a slight hyperbolic excess of eccentricity. However both original and future orbits turn out to be long-period ellipses.

This comet was found by M. J. Bester (1946) ona plate taken 1946 Oct. 31 at the Boyden Station,
Bloemfontein (S.A.), with a 3-inch Ross-Fecker
patrol camera. It appeared as an 11th magnitude
round coma of 2' diameter with a well-condensed
nucleus.

It was immediately followed in many observa
tories. The brightness rose slowly. On December 19
a 20-minute exposure with the Yerkes 24-inch
reflector showed a faint tail 6' long in position angle
100°. By the middle of December, the brightness
reached a maximum of 9th magnitude and slowly
decreased after that. A great many measures were
made from both sides of the equator in December
1946 and January 1947. As far south as Coelum,

at discovery the comet moved north, crossing the
equator on 1947 Feb 12, and then moved high in
the northern hemisphere. It was lost in the evening
sky after 1947 March 15 but was picked up again
in the morning sky on June 23 when the brightness
was reduced to 13th magnitude. Measures became
scarce during the summer and fall 1947. By 1948
Jan 15 the comet had faded to 17th magnitude.
After that there were only a couple of measures at
the Lick Observatory on 1948 July 27 and two last
measures on Oct 2 at the McDonald Observatory,
when I estimated the magnitude as 18.5. The comet
was then reduced to a very diffuse coma of 20"
diameter.

The observations were compared with L. E.
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